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                                                                                Building homes and hope in Bryan and College Station               

Five Habitat families pay off their mortgages 

Habitat homes are not free.  

   Habitat partner families commit to 500 sweat equity hours, attend an intensive first-time homebuyer curriculum and work side-

by-side with skilled builders in the construction of their homes. Habitat dedications serve as a culmination of the Habitat journey 

that is publicized; the house becomes a home as prayers, best wishes and the exchange of the keys symbolize the important 

milestone of the constructed house.  

   As the crowds disperse, the cameras stop rolling and the monthly mortgage payments become due, the true test of the Habitat 

journey begins and extends over 20 to 30 years.  

   This December, the Habitat volunteers, staff and supporters 

came together at St. Thomas Episcopal Church in College Station 

to salute five homeowners who gracefully met this test and recently 

paid off their mortgage notes.  

   The Zavala family is one of the households who were celebrated. 

With a commitment of a 30 year note, Jesus and Josefina Zavala 

paid off their mortgage in almost half the time – in just 16 years. 

When asked what they did to reach their goal, the family explained 

that they continued to pay the same amount they had paid in rent 

(which was higher than their monthly Habitat mortgage payment) 

before they entered the Habitat program.  

   However, the Zavalas’ ambitious payment plan was not immune 

to tough economic times. Budgets were tested. But tough times 

were matched by a tougher determination to reach their goal of 

homeownership. The family developed entrepreneurial talents as 

they tightened their belts and, to the benefit of food-lovers, sold 

delicious tamales.  

   The hardship was endured; the accomplishment is clear. Over 

the course of the 16 years, the Zavalas did not allow a single 

month payment to lapse over the term of their note.  

   The Zavalas, whose home is near downtown Bryan, observed 

that since their home dedication nearly 20 years ago, the 

neighborhood has improved. They are grateful for the opportunity 

to have been part of the Habitat program and to join the City of 

Bryan’s homeowner ranks.  

   To make the story even sweeter, this tale of success almost did 

not happen. When they heard about the Habitat program initially, 

Jesus told his wife that the program sounded too good to be true. 

Josefina then challenged her doubtful husband to rise to the 

challenge and complete an application.  

   The rest is history.  

By Phil York 



Yesika Soto named Volunteer of the Month 

         B/CS Habitat for Humanity, 119 Lake Street Bryan, TX  77801, (979) 823-7200, www.habitatbcs.org 

B/CS Habitat for Humanity is pleased to announce Yesika Soto as Volunteer of the 

Month. Yesika, a student at Texas A&M, served 

as a volunteer/intern throughout the fall semester. 

On Mondays she volunteered in the office and 

then joined the construction crew Tuesday-Friday. 

     Leah Morales, Director of Finance and 

Administration, would have been happy to have 

Yesika help in the office all week long. “Yesika 

was a great help in the office,” Leah explained. 

“She was up for any task and she always 

exceeded expectations. I know she will excel at 

any career she chooses. Yesika will be truly 

missed by all of the Habitat family.” 

     Yesika is studying Environmental Design in 

the College of Architecture at Texas A&M. Her 

experience working on Habitat homes will help 

prepare her for a career in architecture. 

Yesika on the job at the first wall raising in 

the Faith Subdivision. 

 

 
 

 

 

Local restaurants donate lunch to 

our volunteers Tuesday-Friday. 

We are grateful for their support! 

Thanks to:  
 

Café Eccel 

Cotton Patch 

Crestview Retirement Center 

Double Dave’s 

KFC 

Freeb!rd’s 

Grub Burger 

Layne’s 

McDonald’s 

December             December             

Lunch DonorsLunch Donors  

Two families move in... just in time for Christmas 
     B/CS Habitat for Humanity dedicated two homes Dec 19

th
, just in 

time for the families to move in for Christmas. 

     Nikki Anderson, her husband and three children moved into the 

first house in Habitat’s new Faith Subdivision. “I feel like it’s the start 

of a new beginning for me,” Nikki said. She and her husband spent 

hundreds of hours working on their new house, along with helping 

other families build theirs. “I feel proud knowing that I had a part in it.”   

     The family is thrilled to spend Christmas in their new home. The 

kids, DiQueshia, Shantrice and Jordan, are especially excited to have 

their own yard.   

     Just a few miles away, the Ibarra family moved into their new 

Habitat home. Bryan Mayor Bienski joined the dedication and 

presented the keys to 

Gerardo and Aracelyn 

Martinez Ibarra. The Ibarras 

couldn’t be more deserving 

to finally move into a safe, 

decent home with enough 

space for all the kids, 

Cristian, Alejandro, Angela 

and Gerardo Jr. 

     "To put in the first nail in 

that wood felt like so much 

joy in there,” Gerardo said, 

describing the day they 

started the house. “I put it in 

with a lot of heart and a lot of 

pride because I knew 

towards the end of finishing 

this house, it would be mine. 

A gift I never had.” 

The Ibarra family (above) and Anderson family 

(below) at their home dedications. 


