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Jim Davis, Habitat legend, keeps on building 

 

 

     In the Davis family, the word “retirement” is 
simply not in the vocabulary. At 82, Jim Davis has 
served on the Habitat staff for over 17 years, but 
has been building Habitat houses since day one 
in 1989. A fisheries professor in the Extension 
Services at Texas A&M for 26 years, building 
houses was never exactly his expertise. But that 
never stopped him from serving others in his 
community. 
     “There were five or six of us in my church that 
used to go out and put roofs on houses in the 
area for families that couldn’t afford them,” Jim 
explained. In 1990, members of his church, 
sponsored the first Habitat home in Bryan for a 
family in their congregation, the Gonzalez family. 
     “The people trying to start our Habitat chapter 
had no idea what they were getting themselves 
into with that house,” Jim said with a wry smile. “It 
took over six months to complete.” While six 
months may not sound overwhelming, B/CS 
Habitat now completes houses in about three 
months, and builds several at a time. In the first 
six years as a new affiliate, B/CS Habitat built a 
total of ten houses.  
     “The people in my church and even around 
town didn’t realize how bad certain areas were 
here,” Jim said. “Way before Habitat was even in 
the process of getting started, in like 1968, my 
brother rented a bus and loaded it up with people 
from our church and showed them the terrible 
housing. Then they knew how bad it was. Though 
I think some of them stopped talking to him after 
that!” he chuckled. 
     After working two years part-time for Habitat 
while still at the university, then Habitat Board 
President Guy Pry pulled Jim aside to ask him to 
leave A&M in 1998. “I told him, ‘You don’t want 
me, I’ve never built a house in my life!’ But he 
said he had seen what I had been doing on my 
own for years and knew my background in the 
military. He told me, ‘We want you to coordinate 
this process and bring things together.’ So I left 
A&M and went full-time with Habitat. I was only 
one of three staff at that time.”  
     Revered today for his extensive knowledge of 

home construction and planning, Jim is quick to 
recall his humble beginnings on staff. “I had to 
reach out to several contractors that I knew to 
teach me what I didn’t know. I had to learn it. 
There is no big deep secret to what I do; it’s just 
making things mesh.” 
     This “meshing” skill was quickly put to the test, 

as Habitat started its first subdivision plan in 
1999. “A 16 year-old at our church inherited a 
piece of land from his grandfather, and he 
decided he wanted to donate it to Habitat. His 
mother told him to think it over, and he could 
make that decision when he turned 18. On his 
18

th
 birthday, he went back to his mom and said 

he still wanted to donate the land to Habitat,” ... 

Jim Davis at work with construction supervisor 

Chad Einkauf. 

By Calen Caple 
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B/CS Habitat for Humanity is a 

locally run affiliate of Habitat 

for Humanity International, a 

nonprofit, ecumenical Christian 

housing organization.  Formed 

in 1989, B/CS Habitat is 

dedicated to eliminating 

poverty housing and making 

the right to simple, decent 

shelter a matter of conscience 

and action.   
 

Habitat for Humanity partners 

with low-income families and 

gives them the opportunity to 

work side by side with local 

volunteers in the construction 

of their homes.  Once the 

homes are complete, families 

buy them at cost through zero-

interest 20-30 year mortgages.   
 

B/CS Habitat has partnered 

with more than 220 families, 

impacting over 1,000 people in 

the past 24 years.   
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Nic Mallik named Volunteer of the Month 
      

     In my two years living in Aggieland 

and working for Habitat, I have seen a 

lot of student 

volunteers come 

through these sites. 

Most show up one 

Saturday, and 

cheerfully get to work 

on a house. But 

outside of the 

Weekday Crew and 

Habitat staff, students 

volunteering during 

the week are rare. 

Except for Nic Mallik, 

an Australian 

graduate student at 

the Bush School of 

Government and 

Public Service, who, 

in her short time in 

College Station, has 

made it a priority to support Habitat in 

any way she can.                

     An Iraq veteran and my good friend, 

Nic enjoys the escape from academia 

to get out on the Habitat worksite, and 

can be found working there at least 

once a week. In addition, she reached 

out to friends and 

family here and 

abroad to support the 

house being built in 

honor of President 

and Mrs. Bush, 

raising several 

hundred dollars and 

leading other students 

to do the same. I 

personally have 

enjoyed my time with 

Nic in and out of the 

classroom, and 

working side-by-side 

with her at the Habitat 

sites. She is a true 

servant leader that 

has championed the 

Habitat mission as her 

own, and has had a hand in every 

house built in the new Faith 

Subdivision thus far, especially the 

Bush School House. Thanks, Nic! 

B/CS Habitat for Humanity is proud to announce 

that the first Habitat homeowner in College 

Station paid off her mortgage in March. 

Janice Williams and her three children moved 

into their home in February 1991.  The home was 

sponsored by Aggie Habitat and community 

donors. 

Habitat homes are not free.  Homeowners buy 

them at cost, with a zero-interest 20-30 year 

mortgage furnished by Habitat. 

Janice joins five other families who recently paid 

off their mortgages.  We’re blessed to partner 

with such wonderful, hardworking families in this 

community.   

 
A Message from  
Executive Director 
Marco Maina 

First Habitat homeowner in College 

Station pays off her mortgage 

Above: Janice and her kids at their home 
dedication in 1991. 

Below: Janice and Habitat staff after she 
made her last mortgage payment in March. 

Builders Breakfast raises money for Habitat 

 

          B/CS Habitat for Humanity held its 9th Annual Community Builders 

Breakfast in February – a fundraising event featuring current and future Habitat 

homeowners who talk about the 

impact homeownership has on a 

family. For the first time in the event’s 

history, someone who grew up in a 

Bryan Habitat home, Dr. L.A. Love, 

addressed the audience.  

     Dr. Love was just a boy when he 

moved into his Habitat home. Now he 

has a Ph.D., is Assistant Director for 

Athletic Academic Services at Texas 

Tech University and lives in Lubbock 

with his wife and children. Dr. Love 

attributes his success to growing up in 

a Habitat home. L.A. was especially 

proud to announce that his parents are 

on the verge of paying off their Habitat 

mortgage.  

     The breakfast raised more than $110,000 toward the affiliate’s operating 

expenses, thanks to a myriad of supporters and the event’s official sponsors. 

Davis and Davis Lawyers generously underwrote the breakfast as part of their 

50th anniversary charity campaign.  

     The event’s success was also aided by the Denise Bermudez Matching 

Grant, a $40,000 matching gift for all donations received toward the Breakfast 

by April 1, 2013. Denise Bermudez is President-Elect of the Habitat Board and 

a long-time supporter and volunteer.  

Dr. L.A. Love, who grew up in a 

Bryan Habitat home. 

By Calen Caple 

Nic working on the Bush 

School home. 



...Jim remembered with joy. “It was big enough for three houses, 

because we wanted to preserve the trees on the property for the 

city of Bryan. But once the neighbor across the street heard about 

what we were doing, she deeded her property to Habitat as well. 

We didn’t know how to proceed at this point!” he joked.  

     To build this many houses, they were going to need 

manpower. “What came of this dilemma is one of the things I am 

proudest of: the creation of the Weekday Crew.” Jim utilized his 

relationships with the university to recruit retiring professors and 

other professionals to spend their newfound free time serving their 

community. “I’d let them have their downtime for a while, just long 

enough for them to see what being 

retired really is,” he laughed. “Then 

they would come to me and say 

things like, ‘You can only golf so 

much.’ All the guys on the 

Weekday Crew have tried to stay 

at home, and it just drove them 

nuts. Some of the original guys I 

recruited are still out there working 

today. We couldn’t get along 

without them now.” 

     With this volunteer base now in 

place under Jim’s coordination, the 

affiliate began to build more 

efficiently. As of today, 227 houses have been or are in the 

process of being built in B/CS, and Jim has had a hand in each 

one. 

     Jim’s relationships with the Habitat homeowner families are 

fundamental to the success of the affiliate. “I can’t tell you how 

many graduation announcements my wife and I have gotten over 

the years from these families. Not just high school, but college 

too. We really cherish those relationships,” Jim said. 

     Jim recalls a particular family early on that left an impression 

on his heart. “We were building a house, and one of the kids, a 

little five year old girl, comes 

up to me and catches my 

hand. She said to me, ‘Are 

you going to have my house 

done by Christmas? I really 

hope so.’ It was already late 

November and the odds of 

that were slim, but I asked her why. And she said ‘Well, in the 

house I live in, there are a lot of rats. At night I stuff my stuffed 

toys into the holes in the walls but they chew through them. I 

know I’ll get some new toys for Christmas and I just want to be 

able to keep them’,” Jim said solemnly. “We 

finished her house before Christmas.” 

     As Habitat moves forward with its fourth 

subdivision in Bryan, Jim is optimistic about where 

things are going, even if his role is to take a step 

back. “It is my hope that we can continue to work 

with the city and other organizations to the point 

that we really can get rid of shacks here. If we can 

do it within five years, that would be phenomenal. 

But more than likely it will take closer to ten years, 

because we just have so many of them in this 

town,” he said. 

     Committed to the mission and simply having a 

heart for the people of Bryan/College Station, Jim 

Davis has defied the social custom of retirement, taking after his 

adventurous parents. Forced to retire at 65, Jim’s parents joined 

the Peace Corps in its inaugural year and lived in India for two 

years. “Like my father, I keep working because I still enjoy it,” Jim 

said. When the day comes that Jim does retire from Habitat, it will 

not be a dry-eyed event.  

     “That is the reason I continue to stay with Habitat,” Jim said. 

“These kids that live in these homes, finally having a stable life. 

That will always be their home, that changes them. I work 

because these families work for these houses.” 

 

 
 

 

Local restaurants donate lunch to 

our volunteers Tuesday-Friday. 

We are grateful for their support! 

Thanks to:  
 

Café Eccel 

Cheddar’s 

Chicken Express 

Chili’s 

Church’s Chicken 

CiCi’s 

Cotton Patch 

Crestview  Retirement 
Center 

Double Dave’s 

Freddy’s 

Freeb!rds 

Hot Dogs Etc. 

KFC 

Olive Garden 

Rosa’s Café 

March Lunch DonorsMarch Lunch Donors  

Jim Davis (cont. from page one) 

Mackenzie moves into her new purple room 
     At only three years old, Mackenzie Carson has 

already been through four surgeries, attempting to 

prevent cancer due to a congenital nevus on her face.  

But thanks to the hard work and dedication of her 

parents, she just got her own room. And she wanted it 

purple! 

     Mackenzie, her two older brothers and their parents, 

Melanie and Dominique, moved into their new Habitat 

home in February. Almost immediately, Melanie and 

Dominique painted their little girl’s room purple. 

     Although not born with perfect health, Mackenzie 

was blessed with loving, devoted parents. So for the 

last couple years, as Melanie and Dominique took 

Mackenzie to endless doctor appointments and 

hospital visits, they also partnered with Habitat for 

Humanity to build a new, safe, decent house. Their 

commitment and hard work paid off.  Mackenzie is 

healthy and the family has a new home. 



Progress Report: Habitat reaching midpoint in Faith Subdivision 
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     In October 2012, B/CS Habitat for Humanity 

raised the walls on the first of 24 houses slated for 

the new Faith Subdivision off East MLK in Bryan. 

Now, just six months later, the 12th and 13th houses 

are underway. By the end of April, nine families will 

call the neighborhood home. 

     We’re making good progress,” said Scott 

Jenschke, Habitat Director of Construction. “We’re 

on schedule to complete 20 houses in Faith by the 

end of 2013.” 

 Clarissa (9) and Alex (1) at the wall raising of their new 
home in Faith on March 23.  They’ll move in, along with 

their parents, this summer.  

 Bush School students raise the walls on a home in March in Faith 
Subdivision. The students also raised $40,000 to sponsor the home in 

honor of President and Mrs. George H. W. Bush.  


