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                                                                     Building homes and hope in Bryan and College Station               

      
DONATE NOWDONATE NOW  Join Habitat and help us build homes and hope for deserving families!  

    “Build” is a common word at B/CS Habitat for Humanity. But 

recently it has taken on a different meaning.  

    BUILD is a new student organization at Texas A&M initiated 

by the Corps of 

Cadets. The 

group is currently 

sponsoring a 

Habitat home 

under construction 

in Bryan. Not only 

have the students 

contributed the 

funding for the 

house, they are 

also providing 

most of the 

volunteer labor to 

build it. Many of 

the students, 

along with Texas A&M President Dr. Bowen Loftin, helped kick 

off the construction at the wall raising last month. 

    The vision behind BUILD is similar to the Aggie tradition of 

Bonfire. Bonfire served as a way to unite the Texas A&M 

campus under a single project. Reid Joseph, the 

current Student Body President, explained, “The 

vision behind BUILD is not to replace Bonfire, but to 

provide us with an opportunity to unite as a student 

body in the same spirit as Bonfire. In this process, we 

will be able to come together from all parts of campus 

and continue in our rich tradition of selfless service.” 

BUILD intends to foster that unity through a physically 

challenging, large-scale project each fall semester.  

    Bryson Sutterfield first discussed the concept at 

lunch with some of his friends in Duncan Dining 

Center. As the Deputy Corps Commander at the time, 

Bryson was able to propose the idea to the 

Commandant’s staff. He gathered a team of 12 Corps 

of Cadet members and began writing up a detailed 

plan for the project. The goal of the plan was to 

include the entire student body. 

BUILD sponsors first home Aggie Habitat will build two this year 

A&M student groups sponsor Habitat homes 

    Members of Aggie Habitat have been volunteering each 

Saturday this month on a Habitat home they are sponsoring in  

Faith Subdivision in Bryan, helping raise the walls, shingle, side 

and paint. Soon they’ll lay the flooring, caulk, paint 

some more and, finally, landscape.   

    The Texas A&M campus chapter of Habitat for 

Humanity usually sponsors one house each year, but 

was so successful in fundraising recently that they’ll 

sponsor a second home in the spring semester.   

    A very active student organization, the group 

welcomes all students. The members volunteer with 

the B/CS Habitat affiliate throughout the year, raise 

awareness on campus about poverty housing and 

fundraise to build homes. 

    Aggie Habitat’s biggest fundraisers are the Pumpkin 

Patch in the fall and Shack-a-thon in the spring. 

Throughout October, Aggie Habitat’s Pumpkin Patch 

sold pumpkins at Covenant Presbyterian Church in 

College Station. Last year they raised almost $25,000 

from pumpkin sales and donations! 

    Each spring semester, Aggie Habitat hosts Shack-a-Thon, in 

which they auction off spaces around Rudder Fountain on 

campus for various student organizations to build shacks. The 

students that build the 

shacks then live in them 

throughout the week. It’s a 

fun time hanging out in 

“Shack Village,” but also 

serves as a way to let other 

students know about 

poverty housing. 

    Aggie Habitat also 

participates in Habitat for 

Humanity International’s 

Collegiate Challenge, an 

alternative spring break 

program that involves 

traveling to other U.S. 

locations to build homes. 

Harrison Smith, Aggie Habitat’s Volunteer Coordinator, has... 

BUILD members at the wall raising ceremony with the 

Vasquez Family. 

Aggie  Habitat members working on the home 

they are sponsoring. 

By Robin Richards 
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Alanna Bartley named Volunteer of the Month 

         B/CS Habitat for Humanity, 119 Lake Street Bryan, TX  77801, (979) 823-7200, www.habitatbcs.org 

     Habitat is pleased to name Alanna Bartley the Volunteer of the Month. Alanna, a student 

at Texas A&M, first started volunteering in 2011. Since June this year, she has helped on our 

construction sites nearly every Saturday. A regular 

volunteer, Alanna is now quite skilled and able to do 

many of the building tasks, including shingling, siding, 

painting and more. Alanna is also an officer for Aggie 

Habitat, serving as their Director of Construction.   

     “Alanna has been a great asset for Habitat,” said 

Ryan Pierce, B/CS Habitat Director of 

Communications. “She was so helpful and 

dependable over the summer, a time when it’s harder 

to find volunteers. It didn’t matter if it was 100 

degrees outside, Alanna would still be there, painting, 

shingling or doing whatever needed to be done.” 

Thanks, Alanna!  

    

   
A Message from Executive Director Marco Maina 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Local restaurants donate lunch to 

our volunteers Tuesday-Friday. 

We are grateful for their support!  
 

Thanks to:  
 

 

Buffalo Wild Wings 

Caffé Capri 

Café Eccel 

Chicken Express 

CiCi’s 

Cotton Patch 

Crestview Retirement 
Center 

Double Dave’s 

Fish Daddy’s 

Freddy’s 

Hot Dogs Etc. 

Jimmy John’s 

KFC 

Must Be Heaven 

Newk’s 

Olive Garden 

Ozona 

Potbelly 

Subway 

October Lunch October Lunch 

DonorsDonors  

     We all recognize the importance of nutrition for a healthy 

family, but eating well can be a challenge. So we were excited this 

month when kids from the local Junior Master Gardener’s 4H club 

planted “kitchen gardens” for two Habitat families in their back 

yards.   

     The kids and their parents used pine boards and wood screws to build a box and 

fill it with about ten bags of garden soil at each home. They then planted broccoli, 

bok choy, cauliflower, kale, green onions, carrots, radishes, spinach, lettuce and 

swiss chard. Randy Seagraves, the Curriculum Coordinator for the Junior Master 

Gardeners and the leader of the project, explained that the plants typically begin 

yielding edible produce within four weeks and can supply food for ten weeks. He also 

provided the homeowners with a binder that includes information on the vegetables, 

recipes and instructions for how to maintain the garden. 

     We really appreciate this partnership with the Junior Master Gardeners and their 

efforts to encourage all of us to eat better. Thanks 4H! 

Alanna shingling a Habitat home. 

    Andrew Abbott, who now leads the 

BUILD Command Team, has truly 

made the project a campus-wide effort. 

BUILD has received support from 

many A&M deans and upper-level 

administrators along with various 

student groups. Sutterfield said, “I've 

most enjoyed seeing students from 

areas of campus ranging from the 

Corps to the MSC, SGA, sororities, 

fraternities, academic societies, and 

friends and fellow students everywhere 

in between showing their support for 

the project and offering their help to get 

involved.” 

    Construction on the house is now 

well underway, with Aggies coming 

each Friday to help build. The 

dedication date has not yet been set, 

but it won’t be too long before the 

future homeowner, Maria Vasquez, 

and her three young boys, will be able 

to move in. 

...volunteered on builds in Questa, NM, St. 

Joseph, Mo, Brenham, Tx, and B/CS. “It has 

been a blessing for me to be able to serve 

alongside all of the great people I have met along 

the way,” he 

noted. 

    Students 

involved with 

Aggie Habitat 

find fellowship 

and fun through 

their volunteer 

efforts. They 

describe attaining 

valuable 

construction and 

life skills while 

working on the 

homes. Alanna 

Bartley, Aggie Habitat’s Director of Construction, 

explained, “It can give you more self-esteem 

because you can do things and at the same time 

make friends.”  

BUILD (continued) Aggie Habitat (continued) 

Aggie Habitat ‘s Pumpkin 

Patch. 


