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                                                                     Building homes and hope in Bryan and College Station               

      
DONATE NOWDONATE NOW  Join Habitat and help us build homes and hope for deserving families!  

     B/CS Habitat for Humanity proudly announced thirteen winners from its second annual Lawn 
and Garden Awards on Saturday, September 7. With a beautifully kept yard, Victor and Veronica 
Casas won first place, followed by Stephanie Zapata in second and Jose and Esther Guillen in 
third. 
     The awards program was initiated to encourage the over 230 Habitat for Humanity 
homeowners in Bryan and College Station to landscape and garden, beautifying their lawns, 
neighborhoods and communities.   
     All thirteen families received prizes and gift cards from our generous award sponsors: H-E-B, 
Chili’s, Keep Brazos Beautiful, Target, Jamba Juice, Lowe’s, Applebee’s, CVS Pharmacy and TAMU 
Extension Service Club.   

Habitat announces Lawn and Garden Awards 

Casas Family home - 2013 winner. 

Volunteers teach ESL class for Habitat families 

Congressman Flores & Dr. Bermúdez sponsor home 

Circle of Women starts seventh home 

     An English class is now offered each Saturday afternoon for Habitat families in Habitat’s 
Education Building on Lake Street. 
     Charles and Whitney Coats teach classes as a part of the ESL (English as a Second Language) 
program offered by Bryan’s Mounce Public Library and volunteered to teach a class for Habitat.  
They have a number of eager students that include both current and future Habitat 
homeowners whose first language is Spanish. Charles and Whitney take an immersion approach 
in class, teaching English through speaking and teaching in only English.   
     This class is an excellent resource for Habitat’s Spanish speaking families and we greatly 
appreciate Charles and Whitney’s time and effort. The Coats teach ESL on Sep. 21. 

     Construction began on Saturday, August 31, for a new Habitat home sponsored by U.S. 
Congressman Bill Flores (far left in photo) and his wife Gina (second to right in photo), along with 
Dr. José Bermúdez, Dean of Texas A&M’s College of Liberal Arts. The home will be for Christiala 
Allen (second to left in photo) and her three teenage children. 
     Dr. Bermúdez (far right in photo) biked in the Race Across America this summer in an effort to 
raise money for this home. While biking in the Brazos Valley he noticed, “There’s a lot of poverty 
around all of these counties. I think people don’t realize the unequal income distribution.” So Dr. 
Bermúdez dedicated his race to raising money for a family in need of decent housing. 
     Now the generosity of Dr. Bermúdez and Congressman and Mrs. Flores is paying off for the 
Allen family. The family of four should move into their new home in time for the holidays. 

Wall raising for the Allen home. 

     The Circle of Women raised the walls on the seventh home they’ve sponsored on Saturday, 
September 28. The group of local women donated the $50,000 required to sponsor the home 
and will provide much of the volunteer labor to build it.  

Circle of Women kickoff reception. 

Follow the Circle of Women home throughout the construction process!  
Robin Richards, a communications student at Texas A&M, is blogging about the  
house and its future homeowner, Daphne Nix. She’ll include regular updates and  
photos of the progress. Visit www.habitatbcs.org to follow along. 

http://www.habitatbcs.org/donate/


Leticia Liu named Volunteer of the Month 

         B/CS Habitat for Humanity, 119 Lake Street Bryan, TX  77801, (979) 823-7200, www.habitatbcs.org 

     Habitat is pleased to name Xiadon Liu the Volunteer of the Month. Xiadon, who goes by 

Leticia (or Leti, for short), is a Chinese 

graduate student at the Bush School. She 

started at Habitat this summer as an unpaid 

intern working in Family Services and has 

continued helping each week in the office as a 

volunteer this semester. 

     It’s not unusual for Habitat to need a 

volunteer to translate English into Spanish. But 

it is unusual to have a Spanish translator from 

China. Leti earned a B.A. in Spanish from 

Beijing International Studies University and 

worked as an interpreter for the Spanish and 

Columbian Embassies in China. She also 

served as a tour guide for Spanish 

tourists to several historical sites in 

China.   

     “Leticia has been a great help to 

Habitat, especially with the Spanish 

speaking families we serve,” said 

Lacey Marroquin, Habitat’s Business 

Manager. “Every time I see her 

interact with a Spanish speaking 

family, her love for the language and 

eagerness to help the family is very 

evident! Thanks, Leticia! 

     This month our Habitat affiliate was blessed with a visit by a 

group from a different Habitat affiliate. The group of ten—staff, 

AmeriCorps members and weekday volunteers—from Habitat for 

Humanity Greater Greensboro, North Carolina, drove all the way 

to Bryan to spend a week here helping us build new homes in the 

Faith Subdivision.   

     They selflessly took a week out of their own busy schedules to serve us and our 

families. We benefited greatly not only from the work they did on site (shingling, 

siding, caulking and painting), but also from meeting and talking with them and 

sharing best practices. They were truly an inspiration to us. We’re very grateful for 

their visit and hope they had a great Texas experience!   

Leti at work in the Habitat office. 

   
A Message from Executive Director Marco Maina 
 

A&M donates appliances to Habitat ReStore 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Local restaurants donate lunch to 

our volunteers Tuesday-Friday. 

We are grateful for their support! 

Thanks to:  
 

Blue Baker 

Boston’s 

Café Eccel 

CiCi’s 

Chick-fil-A 

Chipotle 

Cotton Patch 

Crestview Retirement 
Center 

Freddy’s 

Freeb!rds 

Grub Burger 

Layne’s 

Rosa’s Café 

Subway 

September Lunch September Lunch 

DonorsDonors  

     Texas A&M is tearing down its University Apartments on the corner of University and 

Texas Avenue and donating dozens of the appliances from the 

apartments—mostly refrigerators 

and ranges—to the Habitat ReStore.   

     Members of Aggie Habitat 

volunteered on three Fridays in 

September to help ReStore staff pull 

the appliances out of the apartments 

and transport them to the store. The 

appliances are now on sale at the 

ReStore and will help us raise more 

money to build homes. Thanks 

Aggie Habitat and A&M!! 

Two of the North Carolina crew shingle a  

house in Faith Subdivision. 

          Pumpkin PatchPumpkin Patch  
Buy a pumpkin, support Aggie Habitat! 
WHERE: Covenant Presbyterian Church 

WHEN: All October 
   M-F: Noon-Dark 
   Sat: 8 AM-Dark 
   Sun: 10 AM-Dark 


