
Malissa Thomas was one of eight kids. Growing up in 
Bryan she was raised in poverty, mostly by her 
grandmother. Though her mother offered little love or 
affection, Malissa still developed strong values. 

She credits John Ellis and his mobile church for giving 
her a solid religious foundation and instilling values like 
leadership and responsibility. Ellis would roll into the 
East MLK neighborhood, round up the kids and teach Bible lessons. When Malissa was 12 or 13, Ellis took her and 
another girl to a summer camp where she learned how to teach Sunday School. Soon Ellis had Malissa teaching and 
ministering to the neighborhood kids as well. 

Malissa became a strong student at Bryan High School and earned a scholarship to go to Texas A&M. But A&M 
never happened. Without love from her mother at home, she looked for it in the wrong places. She became 
pregnant as a senior in high school and found herself with a baby, living on her own in the projects with only a 
mattress.   

At first Malissa didn’t have a job. But then she decided to take control of her life and take care of her little family. 
She got a job at Kroger and started taking the bus to work. Nearly nine years later, Malissa still works at Kroger in 
the meat department. 

She now has three kids: Jaylin (11), Deandrea (9) and Jaden (8). She receives no child support or government 
assistance. She’s doing it on her own, slowly improving her and her kids’ lives. “It’s not easy, but I’m making it,” she 
said. 

Malissa is motivated by her children. “I do it for my kids because I never had anything,” she said. She’s determined 
that her children will live in a good neighborhood, away from things like drugs and prostitution. 

“My brother got killed,” she explained. Another is in jail and the other is on drugs. Malissa looks at her kids and 
remembers when her brothers were young, innocent and full of life too. She’s willing to do whatever it takes to 
protect her kids from the influences that destroyed her brothers. 

That’s why a future Habitat home is so important to her. Malissa has been in the Habitat program for four years. 
But every time it seemed like her house was about to get started, something interfered. “I almost gave up,” she 
admitted. But she persevered, and now it’s finally time to build her home. 

She’s excited to have a stable place to call home. 
No more moving from place to place. Her kids will 
have a yard and get to have bikes and a 
trampoline. In the projects their bikes were 
always stolen. 

It’s been a long, difficult journey for Malissa, but 
she has held onto the values she learned as a girl. 
As the journey continues, she’ll soon have a safe, 
affordable home from which she can teach those 
values to her children.  
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